
  

 

April 17, 2009
From the Desk of Principal Mark Luckey 

Recently you received your child's report card 
for the third quarter.  Depending on your child's grades 
(and your expectations) this may have been a joyous 
occasion worthy of great celebration, or a time for 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.  In either case, I want 
to encourage you today to put your child's academic 
performance in proper perspective.  You may be 
shocked to hear a high school principal say this, but 
keep in mind that my perspective has been tempered 
by raising four teenagers.  To help you understand 
what I am saying, read the following story. 

A father passing by his teenage son's bedroom was 
astonished to see that his bed was nicely made and everything was 
picked up. Then he saw an envelope, propped up prominently on 
the pillow that was addressed to 'Dad.' With the worst 
premonition he opened the envelope with trembling hands and 
read the letter. 
Dear Dad: 

It is with great regret and sorrow that I'm writing you. I 
had to elope with my new girlfriend because I wanted to avoid a 
scene with Mom and you. I have been finding real passion with 
Diane and she is so nice. But I knew you would not approve of her 
because of all her piercings, tattoos, motorcycle leathers and the 
fact that she is much older than I am. But it's not only the 
passion... Dad - she's pregnant.  Diane said that we will be very 
happy. She owns a trailer in the woods and has a stack of 
firewood for the whole winter. We share a dream of having many 
more children. Diane has opened my eyes to the fact that 
marijuana doesn't really hurt anyone. We'll be growing it for 
ourselves and trading it with the other people that live nearby for 
cocaine and ecstasy. In the meantime we will pray that science 
will find a cure for AIDS so Diane can get better. She deserves it. 

Don't worry Dad. I'm 15 and I know how to take care of 
myself. Someday I'm sure that we will be back to visit so that you 
can get to know your grandchildren. 

Love, 
Your Son John 
PS. Dad, none of the above is true. I'm over at Tommy's 

house. I just wanted to remind you that there are worse things in 
life than the report card that's in my middle desk drawer. 

Love, John 

Please pray with me that our students – your children – 
will love the Lord with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
 Good grades and success in school are only icing on the cake. 

 
Chapel Highlights 

This week our freshmen class planned and led chapel.  
They told us a little bit about what they did over interim.  They 
served in many local agencies and 'made some noise' in our 
community including Habitat for Humanity and Paradise Bound.  
The students also talked about how our service as Christians 
should not just be works of charity, but we also ought to think 
about how we can serve our friends, siblings, parents, and 
teachers.  The theme verse for their interim week was from John 
13:14.  "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another's feet."  
 

Help Needed! 
On the afternoon of Thursday, April 23 our chapel small 

groups will be doing service projects.  Each group will do a 
different project.  We will need help with transportation.  If you 
are available to drive between noon and 3:10pm on that day, we 
would appreciate your help!  Please email or call Mrs. Poppen if 
you can help us out.  (mpoppen@pchsmi.org or 924-9780 ext. 
17).  Also, we are still setting up some of the projects.  If you 
have any suggestions for individuals or organizations that could 
use the help of 9 or 10 students for an afternoon, please contact 
Mrs. Poppen. 

 
More Credits Needed? 

 There are several options for credit recovery.  Please see 
Mr. Luckey if you would like to find out what those options are, 
and how you or your child can get back on track for graduation. 
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May 5 Spring Band Concert 
May 14 Matinee for 7th and 8th Graders 1:00 p.m. 
May 15, 16 Drama Play “Here Come The Brides” 7:00 p.m. 
May 18 Annual Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
May 29 Graduation 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

 

Sports Schedule 
April 17 Boys’ Golf vs. Northern Michigan Christian at Village Green Golf 

Course 4:30 p.m. 
April 18 Girls’ Soccer vs. Chippewa Hills Away 11:00 a.m. 
April 18 Varsity Softball Mohawk Classic at Morley Stanwood Away 10:00 a.m. 
April 20 Girls’ Soccer vs. Algoma Christian Away 5:00 p.m. 
April 20 Boys’ Golf vs. Calvary Christian at Village Green Golf Course 4:00 

p.m. 
April 21 Varsity Softball vs. Morley Stanwood at White Cloud 4:00 p.m. 
April 22 Boys’ Golf Invitational at Morley 8:00 a.m.  
April 23 Girls’ Soccer vs. Crossroads Home 5:00 p.m. 
April 23 Boys’ Golf vs. Walkerville at Village Green Golf Course 4:00 p.m. 
April 23 Varsity Softball vs. Montague Away 4:30  
 

PCHS Score Board 
 

Girls’ Soccer 
Mar. 28 
 PCHS 8, Chippewa Hills 0 
April 14 
 PCHS 4, Grant 0 
 

PCHS/White Cloud Softball 
April 14 
 PCHS/WC 13, Hart 1 
 PCHS/WC 21, Hart 0 
April 16, 
 PCHS/WC 6, Shelby 3 
 PCHS/WC 9 Shelby 1 
 

Boys’ Basketball Award 
 Congratulations to Trevor Sherman for receiving All 
Area Honarable Mention in basketball this year.   
   

Metropolitan Choir of Praise – Benefit Concert 
 Don’t forget the Metropolitan Choir of Praise is this 
Sunday, April 19, 2009 4:00 p.m. at Fremont Wesleyan Church.  
Ticket prices are $8.00 in advance or $10.00 at the door.  All 
proceeds will benefit Providence Christian High School.  Some 
of our own PCHS students will be participating in this event.    
1st Baptist: Jenna Bont, Rebekah Eggleston, and Amy Knuver.  
1st CRC: Ting Li and Kaitlyn VanderKooi  
2nd CRC: Katelyn Volz and Lizzie Wolffis  
Trinity: Kira Visser  
Wesleyan: Grace DuBois     
 Come out and show your support.  We hope to see you 
there! 
 

Future Family Workshop 
 If you know any families who are interested in finding 
out more about Providence, please encourage them to attend the 
Future Family Workshop Monday, April 20th at 7: p.m.  Some of 
the topics will include athletics, drama, music, quiz bowl, interim, 
academics, website and technology.  Visitors will be able to meet 
a number of current students as well as PCHS Staff.  What a great 
opportunity to learn more about Providence! 

 
Tuition Program for 2009-2010 

Help us recruit!  If you know of someone who would be 
interested in coming to Providence next fall, be sure to let Mrs. 
Stitt in the office know.  If you do not receive your packet or if 

you have any questions regarding enrollment, please contact 
Marcy in the office at 231-924-9780 or email msttit@pchsmi.org. 

 
Bowl for Kids’ Sake “Bowlapalooza” 

Attention ALL students and staff!  Have you ever 
wondered what Mr. Visser would look like without his beard? 
 Have you ever wondered what is actually underneath those 
whiskers?  Now is your chance to find out!  PCHS will be 
participating in the annual Bowl for Kids Sake “Bowlapalooza” 
sponsored by NCCS.  Our goal is to send EVERY Providence 
student to the bowling alley on the afternoon of April 28.  Here is 
a list of the incentives:  

Get just one pledge of any size, and you will be able to 
attend.  You will get to bowl two games for free, and shoe rental 
is included! For every $30 you raise, you’ll get a raffle ticket for 
some really neat prizes.  Raise $90 and get a cool Bowlapalooza t-
shirt.  Free pizza and pop for everyone who attends! 
If all 63 PCHS students and all the teachers and staff get at least 
one pledge AND we raise at least $2000, Mr. Visser will shave 
his beard right there at the bowling alley!  The five students with 
the highest pledge amounts will get to help cut off Mr. Visser’s 
beard! 

This is a great opportunity to help out a worthwhile 
program, Big Brothers Big Sisters, have lots of fun, and see what 
so few have ever seen: Mr. Visser’s chin! 

 
Summer Camp 

If any students are interested in Blue Lake Fine Arts 
Camp or Calvin College Knollcrest Music Camp, see Mrs. Pell 
for information. 

 
An Opportunity For You to “Make Some Noise” 
Parents, Grandparents, Friends: Would you be interested 

in singing a closing song with the choir at our Spring Concert on 
May 5? We would especially like some men to join us for a 4-part 
selection. Music for the anthem "Not to Us" is available from 
Mrs. Pell or in the office. Rehearsal will be a run-through before 
the concert that evening. Any extra rehearsal time before that will 
be determined on an "as-needed" basis. Please join us for a special 
anthem of praise! 

 
“The King’s Choraliers” 

 The Bible League Volunteers of Fremont present "The 
King's Choraliers" a 32 voice male chorus, dedicated to the 
singing of sacred music,  in concert on Sunday, May 3, 2009 at 
3:00 p.m. at the Fremont Wesleyan Church, 918 Garden, Fremont. 
Kyle Witte, a former FCS student of Mrs. Pell is a member of the 
choir along with Betsy Zeerip's father, Bill VanderVennen. We 
would love to have you join us for this special concert of praise!  
A free-will offering will be received for the Bible League. 
 

PCHS Student Awarded for DAR Essay Regional Winner 
Kalie Ouwinga was chosen by a panel of judges for 

being the DAR Essay regional winner this year representing 
PCHS.  Kalie began this process by filling out the application for 
the DAR Good Citizens, she then wrote a 5 topic personal essay, 
provided 2 letters of recommendation and her school transcripts.  
After this was completed she set up a time at school to be 
supervised to write the essay. The topic for the essay was given to 
her in a sealed envelope and had to be completed in 2 hours or 
less. The essay had to be handwritten, 500 words, and she could 
not use any textbooks or computer for help.  This year the topic 
was Our American Heritage and Our Responsibility for 
Preserving It.  Congratulations, Kalie!   
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Grant Christian Auction 

Grant Christian’s Annual Auction will be held Saturday, April  
18th at 4:30 p.m..  It is a fun-filled night with something for 
everyone!  A light diner will be served at 4:30 p.m., a silent 
auction beginning at 4:30 p.m., and the live auction at 6:00 p.m. 
 

FCS AUCTION UPDATE 
Join us at the Fremont Christian School Community 

Auction on Saturday, April 25 at the FCS Middle School Gym.  
There will be many interesting things to bid on …How about a 
beautiful Swedish woven afghan, many lovely plants for your 
yard, keepsake classroom gifts from your child/grandchild and 
much, much more!  The Silent Auction tables with a variety of 
items will open at 5:00 PM with the Live Auction beginning at 
6:00 PM.  Dinner will be served from 5:00 – 6:30 PM.  We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 

Interim Highlights 
 The last week before spring break all of our Providence 
Students participated in an Interim.  Each year it has been 
traditional for the Freshmen class to do service projects around 
Newaygo County.  This years Freshmen, class along with Mrs. 
Bart and Mrs. George participated in numerous service projects 
including helping at Habitat for Humanity, Paradise Bound Thrift 
Shop, and Camp Newaygo.  They also ministered to senior 
citizens at the Medical Care Facility and helped several families 
with yard work.  In addition to daily devotions, they learned from 
Jon Rogers of Hospice and Shelby students who went to 
Honduras.  PCHS continues to encourage our students to serve 
others and this interim week was a wonderful opportunity to do 
so! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Sophomores and Juniors split up into two different 
groups for Interim.  One half went to Mammoth Cave in 
Kentucky with Mr.Visser and Dan Pell. 
To view all of the  Mammoth Cave pictures you may go to 
www.pchsmi.org/maca/maca.html.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The other group stayed at PCHS for a film interim with 
Mrs. Tyink and Mr. VanderJagt.  During the film interim, students 
were able to learn about the various techniques that filmmakers 
use to convey meaning in their works.  They discussed different 
ways to use things like light and sound to communicate a 
message.  They also watched movies to help them apply this 
technique, including going to the IMAX to see "Monsters vs. 
Aliens" in 3D!  The students also split into groups and made their 
own mini-movies. 
 The senior class traveled to Washington D.C. or Interim 
and had an outstanding experience. We went to church at the 
National Cathedral, saw all of the monuments and memorials on 

the Washington National Mall, went through a tour of the U.S. 
Capitol Building, visited Arlington National Cemetery, checked 
out a couple of Smithsonian museums and even went into the 
White House. It was truly an educational and fun experience that 
we hope will not be forgotten. For more information ask any one 
of the seniors or Mr. and Mrs. Poppen!   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 


